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PREFACE 



This work deals with the history of yemen and its foreign 
relations during the reign of the Rasulites and Tahi'rides 
dynasties . 

It covers a period of three centuries of the political history 
of yemen . That political history is marked by uprises, internal 
struggle, disorder and unstability whose outcome was the loss 

F 

of the political unity of yemen and the engagement of the rulers 
in almost continuous wars . 

The .work, furthermore; endeavours to clarify the significant 

i 

role that yemen played in the Red Sea area, and explains most 
of the aspects of the Egyptian and yerneni policy in that area 
during the reign of the Marnlukes dynasty. 

The history of yemen, compared to that of many other 
countries, is both difficult and coroplicefrd for its lack, mainly, 
of resources, or rather, their availabilitis due to verious reasons. 



Yet every available Source has been consulted and every 
possible datum has been used in this work . 
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